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At Congregation B’nai Tikvah, we believe that a kind 

and vibrant Jewish community deepens and restores 

our sense of purpose and connection to the world. We 

are dedicated to learning, music-infused prayer, per-

sonal relationships and a commitment to social justice, 

and welcome all who are looking to explore the many 

innovative paths to meaning that Judaism has to offer. 

 

Jennie Chabon, Rabbi Cantor 

Sammy Kanter, Student Rabbi 

Ariel Luckey, Director of Operations 

Keren Smith, Director of Education 

Tina Eisenman, B’nai Mitzvah Coordinator 

Kathy Jacobs, Office Coordinator 

Chanel Benhamou, Bookkeeper 

Raphael W. Asher, Rabbi Emeritus 

Stephen Richards, Cantor Emeritus 

Judith Barrall, President 

David Ratner, Vice President 

Jen Paul, Vice President 

Lori Siegel, Vice President 

Glenn Gould, Secretary 

John Rubenfeld, Treasurer 

Dan Lapporte, Past President 

Julia Babka–Kurzrock 

Rebecca Bauer-Kahan 

Rose Cohen 

Joel Guss 

Kim Hecht 

Kathy Jacobs 

Idelle Lipman 

Jeff Rackmil 

Rayna Ravitz  

Andrea Slavet 

Sam Sorokin 

Tami Welch-Robinson 

Samantha Youngman 

Office Hours:  M - Th  9am - 5pm,  F  9am - 3pm 

office@tikvah.org (925) 933-5397 

www.tikvah.org 

 

 
 
 

Debbie & Marc Usatin on the birth of their granddaughter,  
Juliette Madeline Usatin Solow July 13, 2019. Parents Marissa 
Usatin &  Jered Solow  
 
Joan Weinstein on the birth of her Granddaughter, Delta Em 
Weinstein, July 31, 2019. Parents Tina Kukielski & Josh 
Weinstein 

To our NEWEST 
Grandparents! 
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ברוך אתה יי, אלוהינו מלך העולם, 

שהחיינו, וקימנו והגיעמו לזמן הזה. 
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Shabbat in the Park, September 2019 
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Join us! Mah Jong pros, Rayna Ravitz and her 
friends, have kindly offered to teach us newbies on 
Sunday mornings while our kiddos are in class! 

WHO: Religious School parents & anyone who wants 

to learn! 

WHEN: November 10th and November 17th, 10am 

WHERE: CBT Youth Lounge (downstairs) 

Please RSVP to aslavet@gmail.com so that we have 
the proper number of teachers. Coffee and pastries 
will be provided. 



 



 

FEAST will feature a multi-course meal by Chef Aliza Grayevsky Somekh, a local chef who specializes in  

contemporary Israeli cuisine that combines her mother’s recipes with flavors of California, and live music 

and Jewish teachings by renowned singer Rabbi Jennie Chabon. Layering elements of tradition and innova-

tion, food and music, entertainment and education, FEAST will delight your senses and feed your soul.  

This FEAST is a celebration of Sephardic Judaism, a highly diverse and tradition-rich part of the great  

Jewish family tree, with culture and foods that are deeply rooted in the countries where the Jews who were 

expelled from Spain in 1492 found new homes. We invite you to join us for dinner, in an evening that will 

take you on a journey between Sephardic Jewish flavors from Greece, Turkey, Italy and the region of  

Northern Africa. Each delicious dish will tell part of the story of one of the most formative episodes in Jewish 

history. FEAST is sponsored in part by a generous grant from the Contra Costa Jewish Community Center. 

Introducing...  

FEAST  

An Artisanal Shabbat Event  

with Rabbi Jennie Chabon  

& Chef Aliza Grayevsky Somekh 

Friday, November 22, 2019, 6pm 

A Delicious Multi-Course Shabbat Meal with 

Drinks, Live Music & Jewish Teaching 

Tickets available at www.tikvah.org. 



 

Shir Joy Shabbat 

 

 

 

 

 

Come snack and schmooze at our  

Sip & Mingle Socials 
7pm Before Shir Joy Shabbat Services 

Join us for 

Oneg in the Sukkah 
Friday, October 18th after 

Shir Joy Shabbat  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrate Simchat Torah 

with B’nai Tikvah! 

Sunday, October 20th  

5:00pm, Join us for a delicious community 

dinner  

5:45pm We will start a beautiful Simchat Torah 

Service and consecrate all our new Religious 

School students.  

7:00pm Stay after service for dessert & dancing 

with the Torah for extra fun!  



 

GENERAL FUND 
In memory of Max Sheldon 
 Christine & Murray Sheldon 
In memory of Tim Teele 
 Jackie Chakoff 
In memory of Isobel Dvorsky 
 Rayna & Richard Ravitz 
 Paula & Mike Weintraub 
In loving memory of Mel Weinstein with 
deep gratitude to my CBT family for all 
the love and support during our difficult 
Times.     

Joan Weinstein and family 
In honor of Rayna Ravitz’ Birthday 
 Chanel & Tracy Benhamou 
 Margie Farber, Venice FL 
 Beth Riseman 
In memory of Chester Tobias 
 Carol & Allan Tobias 
In memory of Kay Bernstein Tucker 
 Dale Tucker 
In memory of Sandra Abel 
 Kelly Boone 
In memory of Harriet Gardner 
In memory of Sadie Teitelman 
 Carol Teitelman 
In memory of Sam Blumberg 
 Alvin Trepper  
In memory of Lisa Gewing 
 Anna & Walter Gewing 
In memory of Harry Rabiner 
In memory of Richard Katz 
 Karen Lapin 
In memory of Arnold Devins 
In memory of Florence Weinstein 
 Joan Weinstein 
In memory of Hilda DeLowe 
 Judi & Larry DeLowe 
In memory of Don Arenfeld  
 Joy Lerner 
In memory of Marni Levine 
In memory of Geraldine Berres 
In memory of Jerome Berres 
 Kimberly & Brian Zagon 
In appreciation of CBT 
 The CBT Bridge Group 
In memory of Harry J. Schwartz 
In memory of Sylvia Schwartz 
 Joan & Richard Schwartz 
 
RABBI CHABON’S  
 DISCRETIONARY FUND 
In honor of Rabbi Chabon’s ordination 
 Juleen & Dan Lapporte 
In honor of Isaiah’s conversion 
 Joshua Bevitz 
In memory of Hannah Roth and  
Sarah Brown 
 Sharon & Ron Brown 
In memory of Star Kaplan 
 Iris Kaplan 
 
 

EMERITUS RABBI ASHER’S 
 DISCRETIONARY FUND 
In gratitude for your guidance during our 
loss and the meaningful memorial service 
in Mel’s memory.   

Joan Weinstein and family 
In appreciation of Rabbi Asher reading 
from the Torah at Calla’s Bat Mitzvah 
 Paula & Mike Weintraub 
 
CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
In memory of William Tama 
 Sharon & Hugh Tama  
In memory of Ben Brown 
 Sharon & Ron Brown 
 
CANTOR’S MUSIC FUND 
In memory of Toni Levyn 
 Terri & Brent Waterman 
In honor of Rayna Ravitz’s birthday 
 Cookie Svingos 
In memory of Isobel Dvorsky and in 
appreciation of Rabbi Chabon 
 Kathy & Steve Weiner 
 
CANTOR STEPHEN RICHARDS CHOIR 
FUND  
In memory of Stephanie Woldman & 
Myron Woldman 
In memory of Adele Morse Platt 
In memory of Kevin Platt 
In memory of Ruth Ellis Wise 
 Cantor Stephen & Marjorie Richards 
In memory of Dave Appleberg 
 Idelle Lipman 
STEPHEN JASPAN RELIGIOUS SCHOOL  
FUND  
In memory of Isobel Dvorsky 
 Donna & Mike Greenberg 
 
ABRAHAM NIVER SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
In memory of Regina Deutsch 
 Judy & Walt Blum 
 
MORDOH/NADJARI HOLOCAUST FUND  
In memory of Isobel Dvorsky 
 Zaffy Welch 
 Marilyn Fleiss 
 
RODEF SHALOM SECURITY FUND 
Happy Birthday Rayna! 
 Zaffy Welch 
In memory of Jacob Goldstein 
 Estelle Goldstein 
In appreciation 
 Mona Epstein 
 
 
 
SOCIAL ACTION FUND 
In memory of Isobel Dvorsky 

In honor of Rabbi Chabon completing 
studies 
In memory of Sandy McReynolds 
 Vic & Diane Leventhal 
In memory of Esther Rappoport 
 Cookie Svingos 
 
HELP THE MORTGAGE FUND 

In appreciation of CBT 
 Leah Eskenazi 
In honor of Rayna Ravitz’ Birthday 
 Susan Friedman 
 Phyllis Ruderman 
 

 



 

The Rising Tide of Anti-Semitism in 

France (and what it means for us) 

 

 

 

 

 

French Journalist Marc Weitzmann  

In Conversation with Assoc. Professor  

Ethan Katz  

Sunday, November 3rd, 7pm—8pm  

https://underonetent.org/fall2019/special_events/remembering-the-lessons-of-kristallnacht/


 

Interested in joining 
a Havurah?!  

A Havurah is a group of like-
minded people and families 

to socialize and share  
holidays with. CBT is  

relaunching our Havurah 
program!  

To learn more, check out

www.tikvah.org/engage/
havurah 

 
A beautiful way to honor a special 

person, event or memory  

and support your synagogue at the 
same time.  

$360 for members 
$540 for the community 

Contact office@tikvah.org. 



 

Looking for a good Looking for a good 
book?book?  

Visit the newly organized Visit the newly organized CBT library CBT library 
AND search the collection AND search the collection ONLINE!    ONLINE!    
A link is on the CBT Website “Learn” A link is on the CBT Website “Learn” 

tab:tab:  
https://tikvah.org/learn/ https://tikvah.org/learn/   

Scroll to the bottom of the pageScroll to the bottom of the page  

It's now easier than ever to support B'nai Tikvah!  

We've updated our CBT Amazon Smile account so we're 

easy to find and ready to go. Start your Amazon shopping 

at smile.amazon.com and once you register B'nai Tikvah as 

your charity we will receive a donation of 0.5% of your total 

eligible purchases directly from Amazon.  

Search Congregation B'nai Tikvah  

of Walnut Creek to find us. 

Come play Mahjong at CBT!  

On the 2nd & 4th 

Wednesdays  

at 7pm.  

On the 4th Thursdays 

at 1-3:30pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Get Delicious Challah from Tal’s Patisserie 

and Support CBT!  

Get your Challah, Chocolate Babka, Apricot, and Chocolate 

Rugelach delivered fresh to CBT every Friday. Choose specific 

weeks or all weeks and simplify your Shabbat!  

Fill out a form , (either from the weekly email, or at CBT) and 

drop it with a check for your order before Thursday morning 

of the week you want the goods. Pickup is in the afternoon 

each Friday. 
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FEAST An Artisanal Shabbat Event  

with Rabbi Jennie Chabon & Chef Aliza Grayevsky Somekh 

Friday, November 22, 2019, 6pm 

A Delicious Multi-Course Shabbat Meal  

with Drinks, Live Music & Jewish Teaching 

Tickets available at www.tikvah.org. 


